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Lepespst
ApeBHero ucryccTea
Hybanu

EMUYHUHOW coBeTckoro Hira ¢ non-

HbiM Npasom HasbiBaloT Hybawb. 3T1a

3eMnA YOUBUTENbHO FApPMOHWYHO CO-

eouHAeT GesbpemHble cTenu u npep-
ropHeie neca, Kaekaackue ropel, NOKPLITHIE BEY-
HbIMW CHEramu, U MOpckoe nobepembe, OMbl-
BaeMoe TennsiMi Bopamu As3osBckoro v YepHoro
mMopeit. KyGaHb 3HaMeHUTa NOMAMM MILEeHULb! 1
YalHBIMM MNAHTaUMAMK, PUCOBLIMW YEKamMu W
pbiGHbIMM GOraTcTBamMu, TYYHbIMKW CTafamu W
06unbHbIMM  cagamu. LymHble MHOroniofHbie
KyPOPTbl COCEACTBYIOT C TUWIMHOW 3anoBeaHbIX
necos. BnaropgatHsiid knumar, GoraTenwne nou-
Bbl, pasHoobpasHbie naHawadyTHble 30HbI, MHO-
rouncrieHHnie pexn KpacHopapcKoro Kpas W3-
Lpesne Bneknu ciona yenoeexka. CTOAHKKM Apes-
HEKAMEHHOro Beka (naneonwr), CywecTBOBaB-
wue cto v Boree ThicAYU neT TOMY Hasapg,
OTKpPbITbI B ropax AOpireickoi asTOHOMHOW 06-
nacTv, BxopAwen B KpacHopapckuid Kpai, v B
crensax lMpukybaHba. 3HaueHue 3TUX NaMATHU-
KOB [/1A M3YYeHUnA OpEeBHeMel ucTopumn cTenen
BocTtouHoi EBponel TPYAHO MNEPeOLEHHTH.
WmeHHo 6Gnaropapa namAaTHukam Haekasa
YAEeTCA NOHATbL U BO MHOMOM paspelunTb Npob-
nemy nepBuuHOro 3aceneHua BocTouro-EBpo-
NeiCKon paBHUHbL. B anoXy HOBOKaMEeHHOro Be-
Ka (HeONnWT) KONMMUYEeCTBO CTOAHOK NMepBOBbITHO-
ro yenosexka ysenuyusaetcA. OHu 3adMKCHpO-
BaHbl B pasHbiX paWoHax KpaAa — OT HW3WH
TamaHcKkoro nonyoctpoBa W A0 HKaBKa3CKUX
rop. Pe3kui CKauoK KONWYecTsa HacesneHwWA Ha
Ky6anu npoucxoguT B 3NOXy paHHero Metanna.
K IV-IIl Tbic. QO H.3. OTHOCUTCA PAL, NOCENEeHUN,
NONYYMBIIMX WWPOKYIO W3BECTHOCTb [arexko 3a
npenenamv CesepHoro Kaskasa. [LocTaTouHO
Has3eaTb noceneHua Melwoko, HceHoBa nonaHa,
Xoamox, y xytopa CeobogHbiii u gp. bes mate-
pUanoB 3TUX NaMATHUKOB HEMb3A PeLnTb NPob-
nemy CrnoxeHUA OCHOBHOM KynbTypsl CeBepHoro
KaBskaaa lll Tbic. 0O H.3., BOWeEOWEN B HAYKY Nog,
HasBaHuem Maiikonckoid. CBoe HasesaHue OHa
nomnyuxra no UMEHW BCEMUPHO M3BECTHOrO Kyp-
raHa, otkpeiToro B 1897 r. 8 Maiikone. 3nech
MOA FUraHTcKoi 11-mMeTpoBOIf Hackinbld O6Ha-
pyweHa moruna Bospaf, NorpebeHHoro BmecTe
C WeHamy ¥ HanomHuuamu. NMopasurensHoe 60-
ratcTeo MaWKoncKoro KypraHa (Bo Bcei Espo-
ne, 3a uckmouenwem peunwm, HeT Gonee Gora-
TOro namaATHuKa lll Thic. 0,0 H.3.) NONHOCTHIO Me-
HAET HaWW NpencTaBneHua 06 ypOBHE pasBuTyA
MaTepuanbHON U QyXOBHOW KYMbTYPbl HAPOLOB
CesepHoro Kaskasa B 3noXy paHHero metanna.
He cnyuyaidHO aparoueHHblii koMnneke Maikon-
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alled the “Southern gem” of the Soviet

Union — the name it eminently deserves

— Kuban is a land of wondrous contrast

yet harmony between the boundless
steppe and foothill woodlands, the eternal snow
capping the Caucasian peaks and warm waves
lapping the shores of the Black Sea and the Sea
of Azov. It is a land of rice paddies and tea plan-
tations, rolling wheat fields and teeming fisheries,
thriving cattle herds and bountiful orchards, clam-
orous and crowded spas neghboring on quiet and
carefully preserved forests. Its heartening cli-
mate, rich and fertile soils, wide and numerous
rivers, and a diversity of landscapes hardly
matched anywhere else, have always drawn man
to these parts. No wonder, then, that camp sites
as old as the Old Stone Age (Paleolith), going
back one hundred thousand years or more, have
been discovered in the Adighe Autonomous Re-
gion, a part of Krasnodar Territory, and the
steppes on the right and left banks of the Kuban
River.

These priceless monuments shed much light
on the ancient history of Eastern Europe and the
problem of the early settlement of the East-
European plain. Primeval man’s sites kept multi-
plying through the New Stone Age (Neolith) and
they have now been discovered in localities in dif-
ferent Kuban regions as far-flung as the lowlands
of the Taman Peninsula and the mountains of the
Caucasus.

A dramatic rise in population in these parts fell
on the Early Iron Age. Dated from the fourth to
third millennium B.C. are a series of camp sites
known far beyond the North Caucasus, such as
Meshoko, Yasenova Polyana, Khodzhokh and
near the hamlet of Svobodny. They yielded criti-
cal material for an understanding of the origin and
rise of the North Caucasian basic culture of the
third millennium B.C. that has since been known
in archaeology as the Maikop culture, gaining its
name from the presently world-famous kurgan
(burial mound) discovered in 1897 at the town of
Maikop. There, beneath a kurgan nearly eleven
meters high, a princely tomb was unearthed —
the grave of a tribal chieftain interred together
with his wives and concubines. The staggering
wealth of objects in the Maikop Kurgan, matched
by no other site from the third millennium B.C. in
the whole of Europe except Greece, fundamen-
tally altered our ideas about the level of material
and spiritual culture attained by the peoples of
the North Caucasus in the Early Iron Age. Very




Liepespei
APeBHEro UCHyccTBa
Hybauu

CKOro KypraHva oTKpbiBaeT akcroauumuo Ocoboi
unu 30n0ToMN KNapoBoit FocyaapCcTBEeHHOro 9p-
MUTama. OTOT NaMATHUK, NONOMHEHHbIH Bora-
TeAWwuM Knapom u3 cranuusl CtapombillacToB-
CKOW, YKasblBa€T Ha TECHble CBA3W MECTHbIX
nremeH C ApesHewumn rocygapcreamu Manoi
Aaun, BnuxHero u lMepepHero BocTtoka. 3Tu
CBA3M BO MHOrOM OBBACHAKOT BbIAAIOLLYIOCA POIb
MaiikoncKoil KynbTypbl B panbHeiwem pas-
BUTUM UMBMNNM3aLMK Ha BCceM HOre eBponencKom
yactu CCCP. [leno B TOM, YTO CeBepHble, CTen-
Hble, paWoHbl KpacHopapckoro kpas B |l Tbic.
0O H.2. 3acenalT MrnemeHa Tak HasbiBaeMoW
AMHOW KymnbTypbl', pacrnpocTpaHeHHoi ot 3a-
BOMkbA Ha BocToke n oo [lyHana Ha 3anage. Thi-
CAYM KypraHoB OCTaBwWnu 3TU nnemeHa. OgHo-
o6paseH norpebanbHblii 06pAg, 6eaeH WHBEH-
Tapb, NOMELLEHHbIA B MOrUbl. [laTMpoBKa 3TuX
NamATHUKOB BO3MOMHA TOMbKO Gnarofapa um-
NOPTHbLIM Bellam, KpaiiHe pefiko BCTpeYalomm-
CA B norpe6eHnax AMHOW KyrbTypbl. [nA 3TOM
Lenu He MeHee BaMHbl U COCyabl AMHOrO TUNa,
nonagaiowmeca B MaWKONCKUX KOMIMeKcax,
paTa KOTOpbIX OnupaeTcs Ha Haubonee Hapex-
HO pa3paboTaHHYIO XPOHONOrUYECKYIO CUCTEMY
nepegHeasnaTCkux OpesBHOCTel. Bot nouemy
TaK BENWKO HAyyHOe 3HayeHWe MaccoBbIX pa-
CKOMOK KypraHoB GpOH30BOro Bexka B CTenax
Mpukyb6aHbA n B 3akybaxbe, B 30He CTbiKa ABYX
Pa3HO3ITHUYHBIX MWUPOB — CTEMHOrO U CO6-
CTBEHHO KaBKa3CKOro.

M B nepuop pacusetra GpoOH30BOro Beka,
OXBaTbiBaOWeEro rnepeywo nonoeuHy Il Thic. oo
H.3., KybaHb npopomkaeT 0CTaBaTbCA 30HO! KOH-
TAKTOB PAasfnyHbiX apXeororMyecKuX KynbTyp.
B NpUMOPCKMX U rOPHBIX paoHaX MUBYT CTPOU-
Tenu NONbMeHOB. 3T LINKNONUYECKUE NOCTPON-
KM, 3a4acTyiO CO30aHHbIE U3 MraHTCKUX MHOMO-
TOHHBIX KaMEHHbIX MAWT, TWaTensHo OoTWMdo-
BaHHbIX, a8 UHOrAA U OPHAMEHTUPOBAHHDBIX, CTOMb
¥e TaMHCTBEHHbI, Kak M cama npobnema npowuc-
XO¥OeHus Hapopa, WX cospaswero. B npep-
FOPHbIX U CTenHbIX paioHax 3akybaHbA 3TOro
BpPeMeHu OBMUTalOT, BEPOATHO, NMOTOMKM MaiKon-
CKMX TNIIEMEH, HOCHTENU CeBepO-KaBKa3CKOW
apXeonornyeckomn KynbTypbl, OCTaBUBILME MUPY
BENUKONenHsle 6poH30BLIe Opyaua Tpyaa u 6o-
rato opHaMeHTUpoBaHHbie yKpaweHusa. [0 Bbi-

1 Haseanua AMHOM KyNbTYpPbl U CMEHUBLIEH ee B Hayane
Il Thic. A0 H.3. KATAKOMBHOW NMPOMCXOAAT OT OCHOBHBIX
cbopm norpeGanbHbix COOPYMEHUA — B BUOE NPOCTHIX AM
U Bonee CnowHbiX — KaTakom6, KOroa B OOHOM M3 CTeH
AMbI BbIPbIBANM AONONHUTENBHYIO KAMEPY, KyAa U NoMela-
N1 ymepuwero,
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fittingly, the Maikop treasure trove, now in the
State Hermitage, Leningrad, opens the exposi-
tion of its famous Gold Room.

Aptly supplemented with the great treasure
from the stanitsa of Staromyshastovskaya, the
objects from the Maikop burial reveal close ties
of the local tribes with the ancient states of Asia
Minor and the Middle and Near East, which ex-
plain much of the outstanding role that the Mai-
kop culture was to play in the later progress of
civilization over the entire region that is now the
South-European part of the Soviet Union.

Indeed, the northern, steppe areas of today’s
Krasnodar Territory were populated in the third
millennium B.C. by tribes belonging to the so-
called pit culture', their area of distribution
ranging from beyond the Volga in the East to
the Danube in the West. Their kurgans, left in
their thousands, suggest a uniform funerary rit-
ual, and the grave goods are rather scarce. Im-
ported articles are the only way to dating these
monuments but they are few and far between
in the pit culture burials. Equally important for
dating are the pit-type vessels that are occa-
sionally unearthed from the Maikop tomb com-
plexes — they are much easier to date, relying
on the well-developed and credible chronologi-
cal system for dating antiquities in the Near
East. Hence the added scientific value of wide-
scale excavation of Bronze Age kurgans in the
areas on the right and left banks of the Kuban
River — because it was the meeting ground of
two ethnically distinct entities, the peoples of
the steppe and of the Caucasus proper.

At the height of the Bronze Age in the first
half of the second millennium B.C., Kuban re-
mained a zone of contact for different archaeo-
logical cultures. The coastal and highland areas
were the homeland of the builders of doimens
— cyclopic structures not infrequently con-
structed of huge stone slabs weighing many
tons, carefully polished and sometimes orna-
mented, and as much shrouded in mystery as
the origin of the people who built them.

The foothills and steppes beyond the Kuban
must have been the domain of peoples ances-
tral to the Maikop tribes, the bearers of the

1 The pit culture, and the catacomb culture that succeed-
ed it early in the second millennium B.C., owe their names
to the principal type of the respective burial structures hav-
ing the form of simple pits, or more sophisticated cata-
combs, with an additional chamber for the dead body dug
in one of the walls.
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Wepespsl
OPeBHero ucHyccTea
HybBamu

COT MOMA/IMHHOrO UCKyCCTBa NOJHUMAETCA
o6paboTka KaMHA — ceBepo-KaBKa3cKue byna-
Bbl U OCOBEHHO TOMOPbI, U3rOTOBIMEHHbIE U3 rpa-
HWTa, BasanbTa, AMopuTa, 3MEeeBuKa, U3bICKaH-
HbIX (DOPM U TIATENBHO OTMOMMPOBAHHbIE, Ya-
CTO ¢ 6oratbim penbedHbIM OPHAMEHTOM, MO
NpaBy yKpawaroT KpyrHenume mMy3seu.

B crenax [Mpukyb6aHbA CeBepO-KaBKa3CKue
nnemeHa COCefCTBYIOT C HOCMTENnAMM KaTa-
KOMBHOW KyrnbTypbl, OBGMTABIWIMMKU B IOMHO-PYC-
CKux ctenax oT Kanmbikuu Ha BocToke u [0
npasobepexHon Ykpaussl (Brnote o Opeccer)
Ha 3anapge. W BHOBb HEO6XOQMMO NOOQYESPKHYTD
— MOTyLWecTBO KaTakoMBHbIX MMEeMeH, Kak W
NPenWecTBYIOWWX AMHbIX, B 3HAUUTENbHOW Me-
pe 3aBUCENO OT CHAGMEHWA WX METasnoMm, no-
ctynaouwum ¢ CesepHoro Kaskdaa.

3HauMTeNbHO Xywe UCCrenoBaHbl MamMATHUKK
KybaHu anoxu nosgHen 6poH3bl (koHey Il — Ha-
yano | Teic. 4o H.3.). loKa OHM MpegcTaBneHsl
MUilb KNagamn GPOH30BLIX U3LENU, BbiAENeH-
HbIMW W3BECTHbIM COBETCKMM KaBKa3OBEeaOM
A.A. VecceHom B lNpurybaHckuit ouar meran-
nypruv KU mMetannoobpaboTku. HO MHOrouuc-
NEHHOCTb U pasHoobpasue aTux Knapos 6ec-
CMOPHO rOBOPAT O TOM, YTO #uBLIME HA KybBaHu
B 3MNOXYy NO3OHeH 6pOH3bl NNEMEHA GbiNK BbICO-
KOPa3BUTbIMU, HAXOOUIUCH B TECHBIX KOHTaKTax
¢ Hacenenwem 3akaBkasbA u CesepHoro [Mpwu-
yepHoMOpbA. Belyy, nsrotosnetnHsie B [Mpuky-
6aHbe, HalOeHbl Ha OrPOMHON TEPPUTOPUN —
oT 'pyaun v 00 PymbIHUAK.

BpoHzosbiM Bekom Ha tore CCCP zasepuiaet-
CA NepBOGBITHLHIN NEPUOS, B UCTOPUN YENOBEKa.
WM Kak BMaMMm, Ha BCEX ero atanax TepputopuA
Ky6anu, c ee MHOrouucCrieHHsIMM U pasHoobpas-
HbIMM MaMATHUMKAMKU, Urpana OrpoOMHYIO POrb B
pewexsun pyHoamMeHTanbHbIX npobnem ppes-
Heiwel wcTopuu tora BocTouHol EBponbI.
CTOmnb e BaMHbIMKM ABMAIOTCA apXeonoruye-
CKue namaATHUKM KybaHu M 3noxu paHHero xe-
nesa v CpeaHEeBEKOBbLA.

Kak uaBecTHO, BamHehlWnM NepuogomM B UCTO-
puM YenoBevyecTsa, ChirpaBWMUM PEBOMIOLMOH-
HYIO POrib B €r0 Pa3BuThK, ABIIAETCA BPEMSA, KOT-
[a YENOBEK OCBauBaeT xeneso. Ha iore espo-
nevickon yactn CCCP Hauano menesHoro seka
patvpyetca VIl B. 0o H.2. IMeHHO B anoxy paH-
Hero weneaa (VI B. go H.3. — IV B. H.3.), KOrpa
npoucxoouTt hopMHMPOBaHUE KYNbTYpP Oanekux
NPEedKOB pAOa COBPEMEHHbIX HapoaoB, CBASH
MEX[y HaceneHMeM cTenen u cesepo-zanagHo-
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North Caucasian archaeological culture, who
bestowed upon the world marvelous bronze
implements and richly ornamented decora-
tions. The craft of stone-working in the North
Caucasus rises to the pinnacles of true art, no-
tably in the maces and, especially, battle-axes.
Fashioned from granite, basalt, diorite, and ser-
pentine in elegant shapes and with a fine finish
and often a lavish design in relief, they are a
much coveted item, the pride and glory of
major museums.

In the steppes on the right bank of the Kuban
River the North Caucasian tribes lived in close
proximity to the bearers of the catacomb cul-
ture, tribes which spread far and wide across
Southern Russia from present-day Kalmykia in
the East to the part of the Ukraine on the right-
bank Dnieper (as far as Odessa) in the West.
But, one must reiterate that the catacomb peo-
ples, just as the pit tribes who preceded them,
heavily depended for much of their power on
the supply of metal from the North Caucasus.

Much less is known about Kuban monu-
ments of the Late Bronze Age (late second to
early first millennium B.C.). So far they have
been confined to treasures of bronzes, which
A.A. lessen, a noted Soviet student of the
Caucasus, summarily distinguished as the
Kuban right bank focal area of metal-making
and metal-working. However their great abun-
dance and variety give undisputed evidence
that the Kuban tribes of the Late Bronze Age
were rather far advanced in their ways and
maintained close contacts with the population
of the Transcaucasus and the Northern Black
Sea region. The objects manufactured along
the Kuban River were later discovered over a
vast territory, from Georgia right up to Roma-
nia.

The Bronze Age in what is now the south of
the USSR ended the primeval period in the his-
tory of man. As we have just seen, the Kuban
basin with its many varied monuments played
through all of its phases a fundamental role,
one of providing critical clues to the under-
standing of ancient history in the south of East-
ern Europe. No less historically important and
revealing seem to be the artifacts from the
Early Iron Age to the Middle Ages in the Kuban
area.

It is known that few periods in human history

had such a revolutionizing impact on man’s de-
velopment as the time of adapting and utilizing
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Wepeepsi
[peBHero UcKyccrea
Kybanu

ro Kasiasa CTaHOBATCA OCOGEHHO pa3HOCTO-
POHHUMM U NPOYHbIMK. Bnarogapsa TeCHbIM KOH-
TaKkTam nnemex Kra esponeitckoit yactu CCCP
C rocypapcreamu gpesHero BocTtoka v aHTuu-
HbIMWU KONOHUAMU, PACTONOMEHHbIMU NO Bepe-
ram YepHoro Mopf, OPEBHEBOCTOYHLIM XPOHO-
rpacam 1 aHTU4YHbIM aBTOpPaM CTanu U3BECTHbI
Hapompl, #uswue B | ThiC. 4O H.9. B puyepHo-
Mopbe ¥ Ha CeBepHOM HKaBkase. ITO KUMMe-
puiLLbl 1 Ckucbbl, obuTaswme B ctenax CesepHoro
MpuyepHOMOPbLA, UX BOCTOYHbIE cOCeau — cap-
MarThl, UTENu cTenein mexaypeyba [loHa v Bon-
rM, Taepbl, abOpUreHsl FOPHbIX WM MPearOpHbIX
panoHoB KpbiMa, HaKOHeL,, MeOTbl, 3aHUMaBlLne
3emnu cesepo-sanagHoro Kaskasa. KpynHen-
WK aHTHYHBIA reorpad CTtpaboH u ppeBHerpe-
yeckue Hannucu bocnopcKoro LapcTea, pacno-
naraswerocA Ha HKepueHckom u TamaHCKOM
nonyocTposax, coobuwaiT bonee aeranbHbie
CBeleHMA O HaceneHud CceBepo-3anafHo-

ro Kaekasa. Tak, NOMMMO MEOTOB, aHTWU4HbIE
MACbMEHHbIE UCTOYHUKM HABLIBAKOT CUHOOB, HUB-
Wwux Ha TamMaHCKOM MONyOCTPOBE, B HU3OBbAX
Ky6anu u no UYepHOMOpPCKOMY nO6epembio
BNMOTb OO0 paWoHa coBpemMeHHOW AHanbl. HOm-

Hee CUHOOB MUK TOPEThl U KePKEeTbI, HA BOCTOY-
HOM no6epexbe A30BCKOroO MOpA — AaHpapuu
1 TapneTsl. Boiwe no Teyenuto Kybauu u ee npu-
TOKam, BO3MOXHO OO0 peku J1abbl, oxBaTbiBan
paioHbl cpegHero TeyeHuAa Kybanu, obutanu
nrnemeHa ncecos u dparees. ApXeororuyeckme
mMartepuarnbl He 4alT OCHOBaHWn COMHEBATLCA B
3THUYECKOM N KyNbTypHOW BNM30CTH HaceneHus
ceBepo-3anagHoro Kaekasa. Bce aTu nnemeHa
apxeonoru W JUHFBUCTbHI OTHOCAT K ubepo-
KaBKA3CKOW A3LIKOBOW CEMbe W BUOAT B HUX
NPeaKoB COBPEMEHHbIX aabirOB, YEPKECOB U Ka-
6apouHues. Bmecte ¢ Tem HeO6X0OUMO YuuTbI-
BaTb, YTO CMOMEHME MEOTCKOW KynbTypbl U ee
passBuTUE NPOMCXOOUNW B TECHOM KOHTakTe C
MPaHOA3BIYHBIMU HAPOOAMU — KUMMEepUiLLaMu,
cKkucbamm u, No3pHee, C capMmaramu.

NMeHHO KuMmepwiiubl M ckudbl, Gnaropaps
COBEPLEeHCTBOBAHUIO KOHCKOW COPYM ¥ OpyHUA,
nepebiMU U3 HapOOOB, HACENABIUMX TEepPpUTO-
PMIO Hawei CTpaHbl, BbIXOOQAT HA apeHy MUpO-
BOW MCTOPWUM, COBEPILIEA CBOM 3HAMEHUTbIE MO-
Xompl yepes Kaskasa B Manyio u [epegHiow
A3uto. TlyTH 3TUX NOXOO0B U BO3BPAT CKUIOB B
MpuyepHOMOpPCKUE CTenu NPoXoaunu, Cyns rno
MACbMEHHbIM MCTOYHMKAM W apXeOnorvyecKum
OaHHbIM, W MO TEePPUTOPHUU CEeBEpO-3anagHoro
Hasxasa. 3gecb cnegyeT BCNOMHUTbL BCEMUPHO
M3BecTHble HerepmeccKue KypraHbl, B KOTOPbIX
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iron. For the south of the European part of the
Soviet Union, the beginning of the Iron Age is
dated back to the 8th century B.C. and it was in
the Early Iron Age, from the 8th to the 4th cen-
tury B.C., that the cultures of the tribes remote-
ly ancestral to a number of modern nations
were in the making. This was also a period of
particular diversity and strength to the steppe
peoples’ relations with those of the North-
Western Caucasus. Through the close contacts
of the tribes in what is now the South European
part of the USSR with states of the ancient Ori-
ent and the antique colonies on the Black Sea
coast ancient Oriental chroniclers and other au-
thors became first aware of the peoples who
occupied the region north of the Black Sea and
the North Caucasus in the first millennium B.C.

They were the Cimmerians and Scythians
who inhabited the Northern Pontic area; the
Sarmatians, their eastern neighbors, populat-
ing the steppes between the Don and the Vol-
ga; the Tauri, the aboriginal tribes of the moun-
tains and foothills on the Crimea; and finally the
Meotians, a distinctive people, the occupants
of the lands in the North-Western Caucasus. A
more detailed record of the North-West Cauca-
sian tribes was set down by ancient Greek in-
scriptions from the Bosporan Kingdom situated
on the Kerch and Taman Peninsulas, and by
Strabo, the foremost Greek geographer of an-
tiquity. Aside from the Meotian peoples, the an-
tique written sources named also the Sindi
whose area of distribution involved the Taman
Peninsula, the low reaches of the Kuban and
down the Black Sea coast to present-day
Anapa. To the south of the Sindi lived the
Toretians and Kerketians, and the Dandari and
Tarpeti on the eastern coast of the Sea of
Azov. The tribes of the Psessi and Thatei lived
farther up the Kuban and its tributaries, per-
haps as far as the river Laba.

Hard archaeological evidence leaves no room
for doubt as to the ethnic and cultural proximity
of the peoples of the North-Western Caucasus.
Archaeologists and linguists place all these tribes
in the Iberian-Caucasian language family, and
look upon them as the ancestors of the present
Adighes, Circassians and Kabardins. Another sa-
lient fact to bear in mind for the tribes of the
Meotian culture is that, while shaping and devel-
oping it, they were exposed to numerous influ-
ences of Iranian-speaking nations — the Gimme-
rians, Scythians and later the Sarmatians.
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V Kunnk
Meoto-crnghcrunid nepyog
1-a yerBepTs IV 8. 40 H.2.
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HapAOy C XapakTepHbiMW CKUDCKUMK Belamu
6binM OBbHapyMeHbl MHOrOUACNEHHbIe W3Oenva
KoHua VIl — Havana VI BB. [0 H.3. ypapTUiCKux
M accupo-BaBUITOHCKUX MacTepos, B TOM uucne
[eranu acCMpUMCKOro LApCKOro cuperusa. He
U3 gsopua nu HuHesBMM — cCTOMUUbI OpPEeBHEi
Accupud, B3ATOW CKWPaMK WTYPMOM, MpPOMUC-
XOAAT 3TH [parOueHHOCTH, BMOCMeaCcTBun no-
nasuiue B Kypratbl cTaHuLpl Kenepmecckan?

B nepuop noxopos uepe3 KaBKas MecCTHbie
npoToMeoTckue nrnemena (peus uget o VIII-VII
BB. A0 H.3., @ NepBOe YyrnoMuHaHue MeoTOB aH-
TUYHBIMM @BTOpamMu OoTHocuTCA K VI B. oo H.3.,
NO3TOMY NaMATHWKKU NPeOWeCcTBYHOWEro Bpeme-
HW W Ha3bIBAIOTCA NPOTOMEOTCKUMM), HAXOAUNKUCH
B MPAMOM KOHTaKTe C y4yaCTHMKammu NoxXopdos, a,
BO3MOMHO, M CaMu yyacTsoBanu B HUX. He cny-
YalkHO MO3TOMY NPOTOMEOTCKOE OPYHUE U KOH-
ckuit y6op VIII-VII BB. 00 H.2. NPaKTUYECKK aHa-
NOruyHbl KUMMepo-cKkudpckomy. W ecnu npw
3TOM YYecCTb, YTO NaMATHUKU 3TOrO BPEMEHM B
crenax [pMyepHOMOPbA COBCEM HEMHOrouyuc-

V Kylix

Meotian-Scythian period
First quarter of 4th c. B.C.
Cat. No. 119

It was the never-ending perfection of their
arms and Horse harness that made the Cimme-
rians and Scythians the first peoples within the
territory of this country to descend upon the
arena of world history, having accomplished
their famed campaigns through the Caucasus
into Asia Minor and the Near East. The Scy-
thians’ routes of advance to the East and return
to their native steppes north of the Black Sea
went — at least some of them — across the
North-Western Caucasus, according to the
available records and archaeological evidence.
One should recall in this context the Kelermes
kurgans, now of world-wide archaeological
fame, in which typically Scythian things were
found alongside numerous items of Urartean
and Assyrian-Babylonian craftsmanship from
the late 7th — early 6th century B.C., including
details of an Assyrian royal throne. Was it not
from the royal palace in the ancient Assyrian
capital of Nineveh, sacked and destroyed by
the Scythians, that these objects had originat-




Wepespsi
APEeBHero WCKyccTea
Ky6anu

NeHHbl (3TO He CnyyaiHo — Bedb GOMbIWKHCTBO
BOOPYHEHHbIX BOMHOB KUMMEPUILLEB 1 OpeBHE-
WKX CKU(POB YLLK B NOXOAbl), TO CTAHET NOHAT-
HO, YTO MPOTOMEOTCKWE MAMATHUKU ABMAIOTCA
BaMHEMIIMM NCTOUYHUKOM HE TOMbKO OSIA NO3Ha-
HUA UCTOPUM MECTHBIX MMEMEH, HO UMEIOT 60Mb-
ioe 3HAUYeHWEe LON1A UBYYEHWA KYNbTypbl BCEro
tora esponenckon yactu CCCP.

Haubonbuwylo nssecTHOCTb B MUpE NOMyuMnu
namaTHUKkU KyGaHu MeoTo-ckudpcKOro (Koely
VII-IV BB. no H.3.) nepuoga. K aTomy BpemeHu
OTHOCATCA BCE BaMHEWWWe KypraHHbie MOrunb-
HuKKM (Kenepmecckue, Ynbckue, Cemubpathue,
EnusaseTuHCKMe) u oTOenbHbie Kypraubl (Ko-
CTPOMCKOHW, HKyppmunc, Kaparopeyawx), 6e3
KOTOPbIX HEBO3MOMXHO XapakTepusoBaTb He
TOMbKO MCTOPUIO MECTHbIX MEOTCKUX MNEeMeH,
HO M CKUCDCKYIO KynbTypy. Benpb neyxcoTnetHue
UccrnepoBaHua NamMATHUKOB B COBCTBEHHO CHu-
¢pum (ctenn CesepHoro MpuuepHOMOpbA) ganu
CcpasHMTENbHO Hebonbwoit matepuan VI-V BB.
AO H.3. BOT nouemy HasBaHHble KypraHbl Ky6anu
nernu B OCHOBY pAfa BENMKONEenHsIX UCCnemo-
BaHWUI PYCCKUX M COBETCKUX YYEHbIX PA3HbIX MO-
KOMeHWH, HauMHaa CO BTOPOI MOMOBMHBI NPO-
wnoro cronetua. HKypraHel MeOTO-CKUGDCKON
3HaTW BO MHOMOM MOATBEPAMNU COOBUEHUA aH-
TUYHBIX aBTOPOB 06 OBbivaAx U O6pAdAx CKUGOB
n MeoToB. BMecTe C TeM OHM MO3BONMUAMN 3HA-
YUTENbHO PaCIUMPUTh HalWKW NPeacTasneHus o6
3TUX Hapofgax, 06 Mx couManbHO-3KOHOMMUYE-
CKOM U KyNbTYPHOM pas3sutuu. Npu aTOoM Henb3a
HE CKasarTb, YTO B 3TUX KypraHax Gbinu OTKPbITHI
MOANWHHbIe WeneBpbl [OPEeBHEero WCKyCCTBa,
NO3BONMBIIKME, B YaCTHOCTH, COCTABUTb A0OCTa-
TOYHO MOMHOE npepcTaBneHne O CKUMCKOM
SBEPUHOM CTUre, Kak 06 OOHOM M3 Apuanlumx
ABINEHNIA OPEBHEro UCKYCCTBa eBPasuiiCKuX cTe-
Med, OCTaBuBIIEM 3aMETHbIN Cref, B NpUKNag-
HOM UCKYCCTBE MHOIrMX HapOA0B HalWe CTpaHbl.
Kpome Toro, 6narofapa OTKpPbITUAM B MEOTO-
CKUPCKMX KypraHax Ky6aHu, OTeyecTBeHHble
My3eu MOMOSHUMNUCH MHOMOYUCIIEHHBIMU  YHU-
KanbHbIMW TBOPEHWAMM WCKYCCTBA [LPEBHEro
Bocrtoka (ot Mpana no Erunta) n aHTuuHoii Mpe-
LYK, NOMYUMBILMMU MUPOBYIO U3BECTHOCT.

Fne-To B KoHue IV B. OO H.3. B cesepo-
KaBKA3CKUX CTENAX MOABMAIOTCA POOCTBEHHbIE
CkMbam capmaTCkue MnnemMeHa — CUpakn M

VI Managhnresickan amgpopa
MeoTo-chugbckuii nepron
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ed, later to find their way into the kurgans of
the stanitsa Kelermesskaya?

At the time of their raids via the Caucasus
into other lands, the local Proto-Meotian tribes
(indeed, since the raids in the 8th-7th centuries
B.C. antedate the first reference to the
Meotians by antique writers in the 6th century
B.C., it is only appropriate to call the earlier
monuments Proto-Meotian) were directly ex-
posed to the tribes on the campaign trail and
perhaps even joined them. This explains why
the Proto-Meotian arms and horse harness of
the 8th-7th centuries B.C. were practically
analogous to the Cimmerian-Scythian equip-
ment. If one considers further that the remains
of the period are far from numerous in the
steppes north of the Black Sea coast, the
Proto-Meotian finds would immediately be
seen for their true worth — not only as a major
source of knowledge on the history of the local
tribes, but also as artifacts of great value for
understanding the culture of the entire South
European part of the USSR.

The Kuban monuments that won world re-
nown derive from the Meotian-Scythian period
of the late 7th through the 4th centuries B.C. —
the time when all the major kurgan tomb com-
plexes originated, notably those at Kelermes,
Ul, Seven Brothers, Elizavetinskaya, and soli-
tary kurgans at Kostromskaya, Kurjips and
Karagodeuashkh. Without them it would be im-
possible to reconstruct the history of not only
the local Meotian tribes, but of Scythian culture
in general. Indeed, the two hundred years of
exploring the monuments of Scythia proper —
in the steppes north of the Black Sea — yielded
relatively scanty material from the 6th-5th cen-
turies B.C. Taking up the slack, archaeologists
explored and exploited the kurgans which thus
inspired magnificent research efforts by suc-
cessive generations of Russian and then Soviet
scholars, beginning from the second half of the
past century. The finds from the kurgan burials
of Meotian-Scythian nobility largely corroborat-
ed what antique writers had related about the
customs and rituals of the Scythians and
Meotians.

Moreover, they greatly expanded our knowl-
edge about these peoples and their socio-eco-

VI Panathenaic Amphora
Meotian-Scythian period
Second half of 5th ¢. B.C.
Cat. No. 110







Wepespsi
OPeBHero MCKyccTBa
Hy6anu

aopcsl. MpMMEpPHO B 3TO BPEMA OHU NPOHUKAIOT
u Ha KybaHb, 3axsarbiBasa npaso6epembe, a He-
CKOMbKO NO3AHEe UX NaMATHUKU U3BECTHbI U B
3aKybaHbe. TecHble MHOrOBEKOBbIE KOHTAKTHI
CapMaTOB-KOYEBHWKOB M MEOTOB-3eMNenerb-
LeB NPUBOAAT K B3aUMOOBOraleHNo KynbTyp.
He cnyuaiiHo 6onblwoii nepuop, UCTOpUM MeoT-
CKUX nnemeH (nocnegHue Beka a0 U nepebie Be-
Ka Hawe# apbl) BOwen B apxeonoruio Ky6auu
nop, HassaHuem mMeoTo-capmaTtcKoro. Ecnu npu
3TOM YYecTb, YTO B 3TO BPEMA CapMaThbl 3aHu-
MaroT OrPOMHYIO TeppuTopuio — oT lNpuypansa
Ha Boctoke oo [Hectpa Ha 3anage, a oTaoens-
Hble capMaTCKue MaMATHUKKU U3BECTHbI BMMOTh
00 BeHrpuu, TO CTAHEeT MOHATHO, YTO Te ane-
MEHTbl MEOTCKOW KynbTypbl, KOTOPbIe Gbinu 3a-
WUMCTBOBaHbl Capmarami, noriyyaloT pacnpo-
cTpaHeHnue BnnoTb A0 LeHntpansHoi EBponsi.
Bmecte c Tem, 6narogapa capmartam (a Takme
8HTMYHOMY BOCNOpCcKOMY rocynapcTBy) K Meo-
Tam Kybanu nonaparoT MHOrOYMCNEHHble cpeg-
HeeBponencKoro Tuna oubynsl (6ynasku), Xpo-
HOMOTUA KOTOPbLIX paspaboTaHa ¢ TOYHOCTHIO
0o 25 ner. Takum o6pa3om, ubynbl ABMAKOTCA
BEMNUKONENHbIM  OaTUPYIOWMM  MaTepuanom
MEOTCKOWN KynbTypbl HA NO3OHEM 3Tane ee pas-
BUTUA. 30eCb HeNb3A He BCMOMHWUTb, YTO Ha HKy-
BaHu OTKPLIT pAA 6GNecTAWMX NAMATHUKOB MEeo-
TO-CapMarcKoro BpemeHu. [OoCTaToO4HO Has-
BaTb CeBepCKuiA KypraH u Kyprassl 3y60BCKO-
BO3aBuKEHCKOW rpynmbl, Kypradbl y CTaHWMLibI
BecrneHeeBcKOW, M, HAKOHELL, OTPOMHYIO KypraH-
HYHO rpAndy, NPOTAHYBWYKOCA HA MHOrME KUMo-
MEeTpbl BAOMNb Npasoro 6epera cpepHero Teve-
Hua Kybauu, nonyuynBwyio HaseaHvue ,30M0TOE
Knap6uue®, naHHoe el OCHOBHbIM MCChnenoBa-
Tenem H.M. Becenosckum. HaligeHHbIMK B 2TUX
NamATHUKaX LEHHeAWWMH 30MO0TbHIMK YKpaLLEeHu-
AMK (rpuBHbI, BpacneTbl, NEPCTHU, YACTO C pes-
HbIMM KamHAMYW, OUBYNbl, OMepenbf), YHUKarb-
HbIMW CTEKMAHHbIMU COCyoaMu pasHbix opM
W LUBETOB, BEMMKONENnHbIMU U3OEenuAMKU U3 No-
NyAparoueHHbiX KamHeil u eruneTcKon nacThl,
BpPOH30BbIMU U3bICKaHHLIX POPM COCyOamu, Ya-
CTO C pernbedHbIMA YEKaHHbIMM U30OpaMeHu-
AIMU, MO NpaBy ropAATCA KPYNHeHWwue My3eu Ha-
Wen cTpaHbl — [oCcynapCTBEHHbIN JpMUTaxX
Wictopuueckuit mysei B Mockee. 3TU TBOpEHUA
OPEeBHWX yMmernbles nocTtynanu Ha KybaHb w3
WpaHa u ErunTa, rocypapcte Manoi Asuu u lMe-

VIl Manacpunesickan amgpopa
MeoTo-crughcrni nepuog
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Kar. Ne 109

Art Treasures
of Ancient
Kuban

nomic and cultural development. A necessary
note, of course, is that part of these kurgan
finds are genuine masterpieces which, among
other things, provide a fairly good idea about
the Scythian Animal Style — one of the most
striking developments in the art of the peoples
of the Eurasian steppes which made a notable
impress on the applied arts of many nations in
this country. Finally, the burial goods retrieved
from the Meotian and Scythian kurgans of the
Kuban area supplemented Soviet museum col-
lections with many unique objects from the an-
cient Orient (from Iran to Egypt) and antique
Greece which won world fame.

At some time in the late 4th century B.C. the
Siraci and Aorsi, Sarmatian tribes related to the
Scythians, first appeared in the North Cauca-
sian steppes and a little later pressed into the
Kuban region, overrunning the areas on its
right bank; their remains of a still later period
are known from the left bank too.

The centuries-long close contacts between
the nomad Sarmatians and farming Meotians
mutually enriched their respective cultures and,
moreover, lent their common name, Meotian-
Sarmatian, to the long period in the history of
the Meotian tribes from the last few centuries
B.C. to the first few centuries A.D. and, corre-
spondingly, in the archaeology of the Kuban
area. If one considers further that the Sarma-
tians occupied at the time a vast space from
the Urals in the East to the Dniester in the
West, while a few Sarmatian monuments are
known as far west as Hungary, one has little
difficulty realizing how the Sarmatian-borrowed
elements of the Meotian culture spread all the
way to Central Europe.

In the reverse process, the Sarmatians, and
partly so the Bosporan kingdom, provided the
medium whereby numerous objects were fun-
nelled to the Meotians of the Kuban, notably
fibulas of the mid-European type. Since their
dating has been made to within 25 years, the
fibulas offer an invaluable means for dating the
Meotian culture at its closing stages. The mere
mention of the fibulas forcefully brings to mind
the series of magnificent Meotian-Sarmatian
monuments discovered in the Kuban area, pri-
marily the Seversky kurgan, those of the

VIl Panathenaic Amphora
Meotian-Scythian period
Second half of 5th ¢. B.C.
Cat. No. 108







Lepeeptt
APeBHEero UCKyccTea
KyGanu

pepHero BocTtoka, HO, B NepBylo ouepefnb, W3
opesHei Mpeuun n, nospHee, Puma v aHTHYHBbIX
KOMOHWH, PacnofOKEHHbIX, rMaBHbIM 06pPa3oM,
B Kpbimy M Ha YepHOMOPCKOM rnobepexbe Hbl-
HewHero KpacHopapckoro kpas. 3pech Heob-
XOAUMO NMOAYEepPKHYTb — Bonbluasd 4acTb aHTUY-
HOro MMnopTa nonagana B 3emnM MeoTos, a
Takme K ckucdbam v capmaram 6naropapf no-
CPEOHUYECTBY rpEeuYecKUX Mnpu4epHOMOPCKUX
KOMOHWA W, npewae Bcero, boOcnopckoro uap-
ctBa. Ecnu npu 3TOM OTMETUTb, YTO Ha KybaHu
HaxoQuNUCh Takne KpyrHble aHTuuHbie ropoaa,
kak ®anaropua, F'epmonacca, Kennbl (Ha Ta-
MaHCKOM nonyocTpose), loprunnua (COBpemMeH-
HaA AHana), TO CTaHeT MOHATHO, YTO HEerb3A
roBOpuTh O ApeBHOCTAX HybaHu paHHero He-
fIe3HOMO BEKa, He YYMTbIBAA BENMKONEmNHbie aH-
TUYHbIE MAMATHUKW (3TO HE TOMbKO Ha3BaHHbIe
ropofaa, Ho U OrPOMHbIE HEKPOMNONU (knaasuua)
W KypraHHble MOTWMbHUKK), KOTOPbIE XPaHWT
HybaHckana 3eMna.

MHOroBeKOBble pPa3HOOOPa3Hbie CBA3U CKK-
¢oB, capmaToB, MEOTOB C [APEBHErpeYeCKUMH
ropofiamu ckasarnucb BO BCEX cdpepax 3KOHO-
MUKW MECTHbBIX NNEMEH — B Pas3BUTUU 3emnepe-
fIMA W CKOTOBOMCTBA, BCEX BUAOB pemecen,
BoeHHoro pena. O6 3TomM ApPKO CBUAETEerb-
CTBYIOT M apXxeornoruyeckue marepuansi u,
npexpe BCero, MHOrOYMCNEHHbIE 3nurpaduye-
CKWe NaMATHUKK, OTKPbITbIE BO BPEMA PACKOMOK
aHTHYHbIX FOPOAOB. Tak, TOMbKO B ropopax
asuarckoro bocrnopa, To ecTb Ha Ky6auu, Haii-
peHo oxkono 300 Hapnuceid, BbiCEYEHHbIX Ha
MPaMOPHbIX ¥ U3BECTKOBbIX Brnokax. MHorue n3
HUX COOEep™aT HeOLeHUMbIe CBEefleHUA 06 3KO-
HOMMKE, NOMUTUKE U KYMNMbType MECTHbIX NnemMeH
M MX CBASAX C @HTWUHbIMM ropopamu. 3TO Bax-
HeWLWUA UCTOPHUYECKUA MCTOYHUK, BEe3 KOTOpPOro
HEe MOMeT 6biTb BOCCO3[aHa UCTOPUA CKUADOB,
meoTOoB, capmaTtos. Bonee Toro, bnaropaps cy-
LYeCTBOBAHUIO aHTHWYHbIX FrOPOMOB Ha CeBepHbIX
Geperax YepHoro Mops, O MECTHbIX HApoAax nu-
cany OpeBHerpeyeckue, a rnospgHee, U pumckue
WCTOPWKM, MONKOBOAUBI, reorpadbl, MOIThI.
Bmecte ¢ Tem, 6e3 yueta ypOBHA pasBWTUA
KynbTYpbl CKUPOB, MEOTOB, CapmMaToB, UX B3au-
MOOTHOIEHU!A C rPeyeCcCKUMU NPUYepHOMOPCKU-
MW rOpOOamMu Henb3A U3yuatb WX UCTOPUIO BO
BCEM ee CNOXHOM MHOroo6pasuu. Tak, Hanpu-
Mep, HeoBxopuMo yuuTbiBaTb BOMblOe 3Haue-
HUE 3TUX rOPOAOB B ¥U3HM camoit I'peuun. Beppb
6naropaps NOCpPeaHWYECKOW TOproene ¢ MecT-
HbIMM TMNEemMeHamyu, rge 3semnepgenbuam-meo-
Tam npuHapnexana, BUAMMO, 0coban porsk, ro-
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Zubovsko-Vozdvizhenskaya group, the kur-
gans near the stanitsa of Besleneyevskaya
and, lastly, the great chain of kurgans extend-
ing for many kilometers along the right bank of
the midstream Kuban. Appropriately called the
Golden Cemetery by its main explorer N.I. Ve-
selovsky, it furnished extremely precious finds
that have since had rightfully taken pride of
place in our two major museums, the Hermit-
age in Leningrad and the History Museum in
Moscow. The treasure includes valuable gold
decorations — torques, bracelets, finger-rings
often with cut stones, fibulas and necklaces;
unique glass vessels in a variety of forms and
colors; splendid items from semiprecious
stones and Egyptian paste; exquisitely shaped
bronze vessels, some of them bearing images
chased in relief.

These works of ancient craftsmen found
their way to Kuban from Iran and Egypt, from
states in Asia Minor and the Near East, but
chiefly from ancient Greece and, later, from
Rome and antique city-states most of which
were found in the Crimea and a few on the
Black Sea coast of what today is Krasnodar
Territory. Importantly, the majority of these an-
tique imports arrived in the lands of the Meoti-
ans, as well as those of the Scythians and Sar-
matians, through the intermediary of the Greek
Black Sea colonies, the Bosporan kingdom
above all, and the ancient towns located within
the Kuban region itself, such as Phanagoria,
Hermonassa and Keppi on the Taman Peninsu-
la, and Gorgippia (present-day Anapa).

Against this background it is readily apparent
that no concept of the ancient Kuban treasures
can be complete, or relevant, unless one ap-
preciates the magnificent antique monuments
which, in addition to the city-states just dis-
cussed, come also from necropolises, large
elaborate cemeteries of ancient cities, and
kurgan tombs. Their cultural impact is enor-
mous: they are surviving testimonials to the
centuries-long diverse links of the Scythians,
Meotians and Sarmatians with the ancient
Greek city-states which affected virtually all
sectors of their economy, whether farming and
stock-breeding or handicrafts and warfare.
This is confirmed beyond doubt by hard ar-
chaeological evidence, primarily by the numer-
ous epigraphic records discovered while dig-
ging on ancient town sites. So far almost 300
of these, carved on marble and limestone




Vill Kpatep (cTopoxa A)
Meoto-ckugbckuii nepmog
Howey V B. 0o H.3. Kat. Nz 111

VIll Crater (side A)
Meatian-Scythian period
Late 5th c. B.C. Cat. No. 111

pona bocnopckoro wapctsa nocrasnanu B Mpe-
LUMIO OrpOMHOE KOMMYeCTBO CTOMb Heobxoau-
MOro e xneba, a Takwe MACO, WEePCTb, KOXY,
pabos. B o6meH K NpUYepHOMOPCKUM Hapopam
WM amgopbl C BUHOM W OMMBKOBLIM MAaCIIOM,
[0poran aHTMYHaA CTONOBaA KepamMuka, aparo-
LeHHble YKpalWeHWA, W3rOoTOBMEHHble B Camoi
[peunn 1 B €e KOMOHUAX, CPeay KOTOPbIX Bedy-
uee mecTo 3aHumano bocrnopckoe uapcTeo.
Taknm obpasom, B Op6UTY 3KOHOMUYECKUX OT-
HOWEHWA C aHTUYHBIM MUPOM BbinKU BTAHY TSI Ne-
MeHa paHHero MenesHoro Beka, obuTaswue Ha
tore esponeickoi yactu CCCP. Bot nouemy
UCTOPUA NaMATHUKOB KyBaHu BhIXOOUT Aaneko
32 pamMKW MHTepecylolleid Hac TeppuTopun U
npuobperaer MOUCTUHE MUPOBOE 3HAUEHME.
370 B paBHOW Mepe OTHOCUTCA KaK K yme Ha-
3BaHHbIM BbIAAIOWMUMCA MNaMATHUKAM MEOoTO-
CKA(PCKOro U MEOTO-CapMaTCKOro nepuofoB,
TaK U K aHTUuHbIM ropoaam KybaHu. MasecTHo,
YTO BTOPbIM NO BEMUYUHE W 3HAYEHMIO FTOPOAOM
Bocrnopckoro uapctsa nocrne ero CTOMWLpI
MaHTukanena (cospemeHHaa HKepub) Gbin UEHTP
asuarckoro bocnopa ropop ®awnaropusa (6nus
cospemeHHoro nocenka CeHHan), OCHOBaHHbIN
OKono cepenuHbl VI B. 00 H.3. K TOMY #e speme-
HW OTHOCHTCA OCHOBaHue MepmoHacchl (cospe-
MeHHaa Tamadb). MospHee BO3HMKNM ropopa
Kennel (cesepHee ®anaropwum), u Foprunnua, a
TaKkKe pAQ Apyrux eonee menkux ropogos. Bee

IX Kparep (cTopoHa b)
Hart. Ne 111

IX Crater (side b)
Cat. No. 111

blocks, have been found in the towns of Asian
Bosporus alone, that is on the Kuban territory.
They are a vital source of historical data with-
out which no reconstruction of Scythian,
Meotian or Sarmatian history is feasible.

Moreover, if ancient Greek and later Roman
historians, generals, geographers and poets
wrote at all about the tribal peoples on the
northern Black Sea coast this was largely due
to the presence of the antique towns close by.
Conversely, understanding the level of achieve-
ment in the Scythian, Meotian, and Sarmatian
cultures and their two-way relationship with the
Greek maritime towns on the Black Sea is the
key to a comprehensive study of their history in
all its complexity and variety.

It is necessary to realize, for example, the
critical posture of these towns with respect to
life in metropolitan Greece. Through their
mediatory function in the trade with the local
peoples, in which the farming Meotians must
have played a very special role, the Bosporan
city-states maintained the much-needed supply
of cereals to Greece, and also of meat, wool,
hides, and slaves. Flowing back to the Black
Sea peoples were amphoras with wine and
olive oil, high-priced antique table-ware and
jewellery, made either in Greece itself or in her
colonies, of which the Bosporan kingdom was a




Weneepel
[OPEBHEro UCKyccTBa
HKy6auu

OHU npocyuecTeosann He meHee yem po =1V
BB. H.3., TO ecTb no 700-1000 ner, oxsaTbiBan
nepuoapl pacuseTa v ynaaka opesHerpeYecKon
W PUMCKOW LmMBUNU3aLmit. ECTECTBEHHO, BCE ro-
pona WMEenu OrpOMHbIE HEKPOMNONKM, COCTORIME
W3 FPYHTOBBIX MOTMWMbHUKOB U KypraHos (B mo-
crnepgHuxX O6bIYHO XOPOHMNKM NpepcTasuTenen
Haubonee 3aMUTOYHbIX CrOeB ropoOACKOro Ha-
cenenun). Tak, Hanpumep, TONbKO BOKpYr ®axa-
ropuu B cepepuHe XIX B. Gbino 3atouKCUpoBaHo
300 kypraHos. He MHOrMM MeHbluie WX Gbino B
panoHe lepmonaccsl, Kenn, Moprunnuu.

3a nonTopa CToneTua UCCrnenoBaHnA aHTuu-

X MnactuHsl
MeoTo-crucbcknif nepron
Koney V-1V 8B. go H.3. Kar. N2 33, 34
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leading one. Thus the tribes of the Early Iron
Age which occupied the south of what is no
the European part of the USSR would find
themselves drawn into the orbit of trade rela
tions with the antique world. Seen from that
perspective, the monuments of the Kuban area
seem to have cultural implications that far ex
ceed their immediate geography and take on a
truly world-wide significance.

The foregoing applies to the just mentioneg
outstanding monuments of the Meotian-Scyth
ian and Meotian-Sarmatian periods as muc
as to the Kuban antique towns. Of thesg

X Plates
Meotian-Scythian period
Late 5th-4th c. B.C. Cat. Nos 33, 34














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































